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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 08401 280723Z 
ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-00 SCA-01 L-03 H-02 DHA-02 /019W 

109555 281310Z/40 

R271612Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2538 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 

UNCLAS LAGOS 8401 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: CARR 

SUBJ: LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO AMERICANS ARRESTED ABROAD 

REE: STATE 147704 

1. SCS: (A) LEGAL COUNSEL OE THE "PUBLIC DEFENDER" TYPE IS NOT 
PROVIDED GRATIS TO NON-NIGERIANS. 

(B) SUCH LEGAL REPRESENTATION IS NOT REPEAT NOT READILY AVAILABLE. 

(C) IN GENERAL, THE QUALITY OF THE PUBLIC FUNDED LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
IS NOT THE BEST. THE SERVICES ARE GENERALLY RENDERED BY 
lEXPERIENCED LAWYERS WHO ARE NEW TO THE PRACTICE. 

2. ACCORDING TO DR. EELIX CHUKS OKOYE, ONE OF NIGERIA'S LEADING 
BARRISTERS, LEGAL AID IS BEING WORKED OUT AT THE PRESENT TIME. 

IT IS NOT YET SETTLED AND PROBABLY WILL NOT BE UNTIL THE NEXT 
FISCAL YEAR. HE IS A MEMBER OE THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE AND AS FAR 

AS HE KNOWS, THE PLANS DO NOT CONTAIN ANY PROVISION FOR NON-NIGERIANS 
WYMAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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